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MINUTES OF THE MITFORD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting for Mitford was held at 
The Village Hall, Mitford on Wednesday 17 May 2017 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors Mrs Esther Ridley, Mike Sharp, Matt Skillen and Alison 
Young 
Mrs Elaine Scott 
Brian Talkes 
9 Parishioners, 
Stephen Rickitt (Clerk) 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mike Sharp, presided 
and welcomed everyone. 
 
Apologies were given from Councillor David Towns, County 
Councillor Glen Sanderson and PC Andrea Teasdale 
 
1:  Honorary Freemen 
 
The Chairman proposed that the Meeting endorse the award of the 
title of Honorary Freemen of the Parish of Mitford to Elaine Scott 
and Brian Talkes.  
 
Mrs Scott served as a Parish Councillor from 1999 until standing 
down in 2017. She assisted in all aspects of the Council’s work but 
especially on matters concerning the Fontside area. 
 
Mrs Scott has been the driving force behind the continuation of the 
Village Fair, bringing together the parishioners and friends of the 
Parish. 
 
Mr Talkes served as a Parish Councillor from 1999 until standing 
down in 2017. He was Chairman and latterly Vice-Chairman 
providing sage advice and guidance to fellow Councillors. He 
particularly assisted fellow Councillors on planning issues. 
 
Mr Talkes chaired the Mitford Flower Show for 19 years and served 
on the Village Hall Committee for many years, being one of the key 
figures behind its recent refurbishment.  
 
This was supported by all present given the many years of service 
to the Parish 
 
Councillor Sharp then presented Mrs Scott and Mr Talkes with scrolls 
recording the citations. 
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Both Mrs Scott and Mr Talkes thanked the Council and Parishioners 
for the award. Mr Talkes expressed the hope that a fallow year or so 
might then see the Flower Show restart. 
 
2: The Possible Provision of Allotments within the Parish 
 
2.1 The Chairman opened the discussion by reminding Parishioners 
that the Council had been offered land for allotments and that a 
survey seeking expressions of interest had been undertaken. He 
reported there had been seven such expressions of which four were 
from people on the electoral roll. The site would provide 12 plots. 
 
2.2 The following comments were made during the discussion 
 

 The cost would be considerable to get the land into a suitable 
state, at a time when grants were increasingly difficult to 
obtain 

 The likely level of rents would be unlikely to cover the 
Council’s revenue costs of running the allotments, let alone 
repay any capital loans 

 The site had security implications as it was slightly away from 
the village 

 The site was susceptible to flooding  
 The numbers of Parishioners expressing interest did not justify 

the cost 
 
2.3 The Chairman summed up by indicating a consensus to thank 
the landowner for the offer but not to proceed with allotments. This 
was agreed by those present. 
 
3: Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous annual parish meeting held on 4 May 
2016 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
4: Report of the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish and 
County Council followed by any questions 
 
Councillor Sharp Presented his report as set out below. This was 
accepted by the Meeting. 

 
5: Report on behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee 
 
5.1 Mr Hedley reported a steady year for the Hall. There were 
regular groups booking the Hall and a number of private events. 
Unfortunately both the Bowls and Flowers Clubs had ceased due to 
lack of support. 
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5.2 The main expense had been the re-roofing of the main hall. 
There had been a recent revaluation for insurance purposes likely to 
mean a significant increase in premium. 
 
5.3 Mr Hedley thanked the Parish Council for their continuing 
support, together with the follow members of the Hall Committee 
and Louise Currie from CAN. 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the 
Chairman.  
 
Confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman 
 
………………………  
Date………………………  
 
 
 

 

Chairman’s Report 

May 2017 

 
It has been another year during which major projects have impacted our parish, the 

Morpeth Northern Bypass was recently opened and a programme of bridge repairs is 

ongoing both of which have brought local traffic restrictions. There have been further 

consultations on the Northumberland Core Strategy, erosion concerns on the Font, 

speeding issues in both Tranwell Woods and Tranwell Village, and the prospect of 

additional allotments.  I will provide a brief update on each of these and will take 

questions at the end. 

 

The opening of the Morpeth Northern Bypass in April and the lifting of restrictions on 

St Leonard's Lane have finally brought two years of local traffic disruption to an end; 

however issues remain and are the subject of ongoing discussions with County Hall.  

During the project approval process the Parish Council had argued that increased 

traffic arising from the bypass justified safety improvements at Spital Hill.  

Improvements to drainage at the top of the hill, and to sight lines at the junction with 

Mitford Road, are now agreed and are expected to be to be carried out in the coming 

months.  The County Council is also committed to undertaking a post project traffic 

survey on the road which we fully expect to support the anecdotal evidence of 

substantially increased traffic since the bypass opened, if this is confirmed the Parish 

Council will press for the narrows on Spital Hill to be widened.  

 

A county wide programme of bridge repairs has seen two repaired in the parish this 

year with associated local traffic diversions.  Repairs are also scheduled to both Low 

Ford bridge and the Font bridge in Mitford Village and we will again work with the 

County Council to minimise disruption.    

 

The Parish Council responded to another consultation on the Northumberland Core 

Strategy in 2016, this is unlikely to be the last since the new administration is 
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expected to withdraw the plan from the government Planning Inspector for further 

review and the plan is unlikely to be in place before 2018.       

 

Acting over concerns about erosion of the river bank below the allotment at Fontside, 

the Parish Council has held meetings with the landowner and two site meetings with 

the Environment Agency.  An action plan is developing which includes both 

monitoring and mitigation which we aim to have agreed with all parties and in place 

before next winter.  

 

The Parish Council has been offered land for additional allotments to the east of 

Mitford Village which would accommodate up to 12 standard allotments.  We have 

advertised to ascertain the potential demand but the response has been disappointing, 

this is on today's agenda for discussion.    

 

During the year we have continued to improve the environment in Mitford Village by 

extending the activities of our Warden, we are committed to continuing this trend as 

County Hall cuts back on rural services and will deploy the Warden to other 

communities in the parish as necessary.  An increased budget provision has been 

allocated to cover the expected increase in cost. 

       

Speeding vehicles continue to be a problem in both Tranwell Woods and Tranwell 

Village, traffic calming measures were implemented in the Woods but it has been 

disappointing to see signs vandalised.  Tranwell Village is on a one-way approved 

route for St Mary's construction traffic and we receive regular reports of drivers 

ignoring the speed limit in the village.  We continue to lobby County Hall on this 

issue and will discuss options for further traffic calming measures with the 

community. 

  

I commend our Clerk for the accuracy and clarity of the accounts presented today.  

Gross expenditure for the year was £7766 which included a £2000 contribution to the 

cost of repairs to the village hall roof, we also invested in new and replacement 

noticeboards and an upgrade to the parish website.  The bank balance at 31 March 

2017 was £7514 and a budget of £8490 has been set for 2017/2018.  Notable changes 

in the budget include an additional provision for the village warden to reflect an 

increasing scope of work, and expanding the Village Hall Works to include 

Community Works now that the hall upgrade is essentially complete.  Given the 

healthy state of the finances, the Parish Council determined to keep the precept 

unchanged for 2017/18. 

 

Finally I would like to thank our Parish Councillors and our Clerk for the excellent 

work that has been done over the last year, and our County Councillor both for his 

support and for brokering meetings with decision makers at County Hall.  Two long 

standing Councillors stood down this year, Elaine Scott and Brian Talkes have both 

made immense contributions to the Parish Council and our community and I am 

particularly thankful for their support during my terms as chairman. 

I also thank PC Andrea Teasdale for her support and advice to the Parish Council 

during the year, and Alison Young for her work in upgrading the parish website and 

making this much more user friendly. 

 

Dr. MRG Sharp                                                                                                                 

15
th

 May 2017     


