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MITFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4 

April 2018 in the Village Hall, Mitford 

 

1  Present 

Councillors Mrs S Hudson, Mrs E Ridley, W Rodger, M Sharp (Chairman) – 

presiding), M Skillen and Mrs A Young 

 

Also Present 

Councillor G Sanderson   

2 Parishioners – Mr David Towns snr and Mr Derek Bimson 

 

2  Apologies for Absence 

S E Rickitt 

PC A Teasdale 

 

3  Chairman’s opening remarks 

The Chairman welcomed everyone and especially Councillor W Rodger to 

the Council 

 

4  Declarations of any interests and the grant of any dispensations 

None 

 

5  Report from the Beat Manager 

PC Teasdale had provided a written report as follows: 

I am away on my holidays so cannot make this meeting. To be honest it’s 

been very quiet – well nothing reported anyway – in Mitford and the 

surrounding area. We were aware of some fly-tipping at Mitford Steads 

which was reported to the Council. The reports of poachers has dropped 

but that might be to do with the changeable weather at the moment 

however people must phone in if they are having issues. 

 

There still are some thefts from insecure vehicles and sheds going on in 

the Fairmoor and Morpeth areas and these people may branch out to 

Mitford so please make sure your vehicles and outbuildings are locked at 

all time. 

 

 I will see you at the next meeting – Happy Easter! 

 

6  Report from the County Councillor 
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Mr Bimson outlined his concerns about the state of the road at Spittal Hill 

and St Leonards Lane as well as noting the increased amount of traffic 

using the area since the opening of the by-pass. 

  

Potholes - Councillor Sanderson stressed the need for patience. NCC has 

nearly £1m in reserves and has obtained almost £1.9m from Central 

Government for potholes and road repairs but this is still not enough so it 

has applied for some emergency funding. Some second-hand equipment 

has been procured and contractors are being employed to do ‘proper’ 

pothole repairs. The snow and heavy rain has caused more damage than 

ever before. There are nearly 3,000 miles of road in very poor condition 

(up to 5,000 if by-ways are included). Councillor Sanderson has assured 

us he is doing everything he can.  In response to Mr Bimson, he 

confirmed that £60K had been allocated to repairs and improvements on 

St Leonards Lane/Spittal Hill and the work would start as soon as the 

weather improves.  

 

In order to protect the budget for frontline services, small increases in 

charges for bulky waste and burials have been agreed. It is hoped that 

grass verges will be cut more than before, although some will be left to 

encourage growth of wild flowers.  There is to be a crackdown on littering, 

especially plastic waste, and the Love Northumberland Awards, which will 

take place in May, will concentrate on this.  A total of £1m has been 

allocated to country parks, partly funded by the introduction of modest 

car parking charges, and the first hour will be free so as to encourage 

more visitors and new play equipment will be installed at Bolam Lake and 

Plessey Woods.  

 

7  Any further information regarding the boundary review being 

suggested by Morpeth Town Council 

The Chairman stated that Hebron Parish Council was taking soundings 

from its parishioners including the residents of the new properties at 

Northgate and The Meadows. Hebron PC has requested a 6 month 

deferral from Morpeth TC to allow this. The Chairman is working closely 

with the Chairman of Hepscott PC, Philip Ashmore, to prepare a rebuttal.  

The Chairman has asked for evidence as there is no precedent. Councillor 

Skillen has suggested putting the bullet points on our website and 

possibly the Morpeth Matters website as the affected parishes should be 

made aware of the proposals by Morpeth TC. 
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Councillor Sanderson couldn’t comment on Morpeth TC’s ‘land grab’ – 

suffice to say if it goes to County Council then he knows which way he will 

go. (Councillor Sanderson left after this item)  

 

8  Minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 2018 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

9  Matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda 

9.1 Roadside gullies near water tower 

Councillor Mrs Ridley reported that nothing appeared to have been done. 

Councillor Sharp suggests SER and ER agree on action. Action SER and 

ER 

9.2 River Bank Erosion 

Mr David Towns snr expressed concern about the tree beside his hen 

house. Councillor Skillen will go down at the weekend (weather 

permitting) to look at the situation. He will arrange for the tree to be 

taken down if possible.  Action MSk 

9.3 (item 9.5) Obtain an electronic copy of the arboriculturist’s report for 

passing to Northern Powergrid   Action SER 

9.4 (item 9.8) The Clerk is still to investigate other possible traffic 

measures at the church bridge.  Action SER 

 

 

 

 

10  Planning 

10.1 Application 18/01082/FELTPO – Tree Preservation Order Application, 

4 Old Sawmill, Mitford. 

Action AY and MSk 

 

10.2 Application 18/00250/OUT – Land at Tranwell Airfield. Outline 

planning permission with all matters reserved for 4 detached dwellings. 

Check to see if Councillor Sanderson has been informed that this matter is 

to go to Committee.  Action SER 

 

11  St Leonard’s Lane/Spittal Hill 

Councillor Sanderson will chase up the second traffic survey which should 

have been done before Christmas. This will take approximately 2 months. 

Councillor Sanderson and The Chairman discussed the previous survey 

and actions to be taken.   Action GS 
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12 Highways & Street Lighting  

To consider any further issues relating to the LED lights. This item can be 

removed from future agendas   

 

13  Data Protection  

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs Ridley and S E Rickitt to be appointed and 

go through the Action Plan  

 

14  Financial Matters 

14.1 Draft final accounts for 2017/18 approved 

14.2 Cheque signed 

14.3 An excess parking area has been suggested for village activities. A 

ramp is to be provided and paid for out of Parish Council funds 

 

15  The Website 

Following on from Councillor Skillen’s suggestion re the parish boundaries, 

Councillor Mrs Young felt that there was an opportunity to use the 

Chairman’s AGM message to outline past and future Council activity, 

current councillors, future events, etc. in a Newsletter to parishioners, 

which could also include details of the website and village Facebook page.  

Councillor Rodger was asked about ways to promote the website.  Action 

AY 

 

16  The Village Warden 

The Village Warden is to be asked to provide two prices for repairing and 

renewing the river bank fence.  The dog waste bin is also still awaiting 

repair.  Action MSk 

 

17 The Village Hall  

Councillor Mrs Ridley will ask again about the need/possibility of wi-fi in 

the Hall. Action ER 

 

18. Correspondence 

None 

 

19  Any Other Business 

Councillor Mrs Hudson reported that she had been approached by two 

people living in Mitford who asked about a bus going through the village 

to Morpeth.   
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A parishioner has questioned whether the BT phone box outside the 

Plough Inn was working. Councillor Young was asked to check.   Action 

AY 

 

20.  Next Meeting and AGM – 2 May 2018 

 

Confirmed as a true record 

 and signed by the Chairman……………………… Date………………..     
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