Draft One
Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Wednesday 1st May 2024 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors:  Chair – Mike Sharp (M.S.), Carole Burn (C.B.), Matt Skillen (M.Sk.), Michael Jeans (M.J.).
County Councillor: Glen Sanderson
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The outgoing chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2: Election of Chair for Forthcoming year.

Cllr Mike Sharp was proposed by Cllr Matt Skillen and seconded by Cllr Michael Jeans. The position was accepted.

3: Election of Deputy Chair
Cllr Ted Rodger was proposed by Cllr Mike Sharp and seconded by Cllr Matt Skillen.

4: Public Participation.
No members of the public were present.

5: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Ted Rodger (T.R.) and Vicar Elaine Jones. 

6: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
M.Sk. declared an interest in the Lancaster Park development.


7: Report from the County Councillor.
C. Cllr Sanderson gave an overview of the county councils plan for the forthcoming year, based on a low precept increase.

· There were new super schools to be built in the county including Berwick and Amble.
· The fitness centres in Berwick and Morpeth are being well utilised.
· The Government has provided £120m for use to revitalise Ashington and Blyth.
· The redevelopment at Priestpopple in Hexham is nearing completion.
· Contracts are close to being exchanged for a new data centre to be built at Cambois which will bring in a large number of construction workers initially followed by 400 permanent jobs.
· A further £110m in income to N.C.C. will be ringfenced and used to create further employment within the county.
· The Ashington to Newcastle rail link will open this summer.
A new Environment policy is being adopted to include creation of nature trails, more litter picking, etc.
· One of the biggest problems currently being faced is that of road potholes and efforts are being made to rectify this.
Cllr M.S. asked if bus services would be integrated into the rail link. It was suggested that there would probably be competition but the overall plan was to remove cars from the roads.
Cllr M.Sk. raised the issue of the lack of affordable housing within the county and C. Cllr Sanderson stated that £48 m had been allocated for such properties, with the council buying up properties and identifying suitable land on which to build.
At the conclusion of the discussion, C. Cllr Sanderson was thanked for his attendance and presentation. He left the meeting.
8: Report from the Police.
There was no report received from the police.

9: Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8th April 2024.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the chair.
10: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
A9/2024 - To be deferred to the next meeting. A search for a suitable surveyor also continues. Action 16/2024 (M.J.)
A10 – The caravan in question cannot be seen without entering private land. There are old containers seen. - Finalised.
A11- Two requests for information from Mr Snowden have failed to elicit a response. The chair requests the clerk email David Laux requesting an update.  Action 17/2024 (D.M.)
A12 - John Cooper has been contacted but a response has not yet been received. This will be passed on, on receipt.
A13 - Cllr M.J. believes he has identified a suitable candidate and so will prepare a suitable proposal for the council for consider.
A14 – A response is awaited.
A15 – Completed.

11: Financial matters.
The accounts and current bank balance, previously circulated, were agreed upon as correct. 

The chair proposed that the £6000.00 originally set aside for help in funding the Gateway features and now not required be reallocated to the Village Hall resilience project which is anticipated to cost somewhere between £25k – £30K. It is intended to apply for grants but it is acknowledged the P.C. will have to partially fund the project. All present agreed with the proposal.

The chair further proposed that a rolling programme of bench purchase and replacement continue and that £2k be committed to this. All present agreed with the proposal.
The following payments were authorised:
Ian Fraser		Accounts Audit			£45.00
NALC 			Subscription			£145.23

12: Parish Round-up.
There were no issues.

13: Planning Applications, both current and new.

	Ref No.
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	24/00528/FUL
	Ashgrove House
	Pending
	

	24/00465/FDN
	Bramblings, Tranwell Woods
	Finalised
	Refused.

	19/01362/REM
	Land West of Lancaster Park
	Appeal
	Appeal successful



There were no new applications. A brief discussion took place concerning the successful appeal to the rejection of the Lancaster Park application and the subsequent negative comments on social media.


14: Morpeth Neighbourhood Planning Review.
Both the chair and Cllr M.J. attended a meeting earlier today and learnt that the plan will be Morpeth centric with some of its earlier responsibilities being assumed by N.C.C. It appears the plan will be a lengthy process starting with data collection, training is to be provided. Whilst Mitford will have an opportunity to provide input (including on sites of heritage, not recorded elsewhere), we are constrained by our geographical location and make up.

The plan states green spaces should be protected within settlement boundaries and by green belt areas but this cannot be 100% guaranteed. The only area possible suitable within Mitford Parish appears to be Archers Field so this will need further consideration.

15: Highways.
There is no update on the Gateway features.

Work is to take place strengthening the bridge to the southerly entrance to Tranwell Village and Cllr M.J. seeks assurance that the physical appearance of the bridge will not be altered. Clerk to make enquiries. Action 18/2024 (D.M.)
The chair reported that the edge of St Leonards Lane surface was breaking down and could this be reported. Action 19/2024 (D.M.)

16: Digital conversion of Parish telephony System.
The chair explained that this project was expected for a June/July delivery in Mitford and a response is awaited from INorthumberland regarding a suggestion in the Daily Telegraph that a national delay in implementation is anticipated due to a reliance on analogue telephone lines used in homes where monitoring equipment is present. Mr Cooper, from INorthumberland has previously stated he would attend a P.C. meeting if required. The chair proposed he would accept Mr Coopers offer. Action 20/2024 – (M.S.)

8.30pm -Cllr T.R. attended the meeting having been engaged on business elsewhere.

17: Village Hall.
Cllr T.R. reported that the Village Hall Committee still required members to assist. He has taken on the role as secretary.

He added that the committee was very grateful for the assistance provided by the P.C. with the latest repairs. He reported that a hall cleaner has been appointed.


18: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
Cllr M.Sk. stated that the recent wet weather has prevented grass cutting. Authority was given by the council for the purchase of three flower planters.

19: P.C. Website
Cllr M.J. is looking into this as mentioned above.

20: Correspondence.
None.

21: Any other Urgent Business.
The AGAR will be completed this month and circulated for approval at the June meeting.

22: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday, 5th June, 3rd July and if nothing urgent before, 4th September, at Mitford Village Hall. 


Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair…………………………………………


………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….









ACTION SHEET
	Number
	Action By
	Description

	9/2024
	T.R.
	Inform Karbon Homes of our intention to acquire the land at Fontside, subject to a satisfactory survey

	16
	M.J.
	Enquiries re website overview.

	17
	D.M
	Email to David Laux requesting update on Gateway features.

	18
	D.M.
	Seek assurances that Tranwell Village bridge will not be changed in appearance.

	19
	D.M.
	Report damage to St Leonards Lane road surface

	20
	M.S.
	Invite Mr Cooper, INorthumberland to P.C. meeting
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