Draft one	Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Monday 3rd April 2023 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present:
Councillors: Alison Young (A.Y) -Chair, Eric Dodd (E.R.), Mike Sharp (M.S.), Matt Skillen (M.Sk.) and Michael Jeans (M.J.)
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The chair welcomed everyone, and gave a particular warm welcome to Cllr Michael Jeans who was attending his first meeting. Cllr Jeans will be representing Tranwell Village parishioners.

2: Public Participation.
There were no members of the public present.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were submitted by C. Cllr Glen Sanderson and P. Cllr Ted Rodger.

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
Cllr Skillen declared an interest in Mitford Estate.

5: Report from the County Councillor.
The latest report from C. Cllr Sanderson was discussed and Cllr A.Y. will email him to remind him of next month’s A.G.M. ACTION A.Y. 16/2023.

6: Report from the Police.
No report from the police had been received but this was probably due to a change in both personnel and procedures. The clerk will make enquiries to see how this can be taken forward. ACTION D.M. 17/2023

7: Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th March 2023.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.

8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
Nothing was noted.

9: Financial matters.
There were no payments to be authorised. The yearly accounts audit will soon need to occur and it is noted that the previous auditor is no longer available and a new one must be identified. The clerk will make enquiries with N.A.L.C. and neighbouring parish councils. ACTION D.M. 18/2023.
Access to banking by the new clerk remains unresolved despite the papers being submitted to the bank some time ago. The chair will make enquiries with the retired clerk as they are currently the only one with bank access. ACTION A.Y. 19/2023.
It was proposed by the chair that the following yearly budgets be increased:
	Village Warden 	- £2,900.00
	Website Budget - £500.00
	Miscellaneous 	- £600.00
These increases were agreed unanimously.

10 Parish Round-up.
Cllr E.D. raised the issue of Turnberry House at Tranwell Woods being used again for Hen Parties, as recently as last weekend. Use of the property has already been reported to N.C.C. and hopefully action will be forthcoming.
Cllr M.S. reported that the bench at the entrance to Fontside had been recovered and is too badly damaged through age to repair and so needs to be decommissioned. This was agreed.

The bench currently on order will be used to replace the bench sited opposite the Plough Public House. That bench once refurbished, will hopefully be sited within the Millenium Trees. 
Can the Village Warden be asked to tidy up the plant growth at the rear of the Plough bench. ACTION D.M. 20/2023




 
11: Planning Applications, both current and new.
	Application
	Resolution

	23/01030/VARYCO Land East of The Whynting, Tranwell Woods.
	The P.C. has no concerns over this variation -Comment to be submitted. ACTION - DM 21/2023 

	22/03561/VARYCO Harjas House, Tranwell Woods.
	Nothing further to add.

	22/03226/COU Morpeth Archers/NE1 Golf.
	The P.C.s’ comments have previously been submitted.

	18/03394/REM Lancaster Park, Morpeth.
	An appeal by the applicant to the Secretary of State has been made.



12: Highways.
Gateway feature update: Cllr A.Y. has liaised with Neil Snowden from N.C.C. regarding progress with the revised plans and understands the updated design has been submitted and awaits approval. 
St Leonards Lane – The drain which takes the water away from the hill appears blocked. Could enquiries be made to see if a) the drain capacity is sufficient enough for the volume of water and b) is there a quick fix by clearing the drain. Members of the P.C. would be happy to meet N.C.C. representatives on site to discuss the problem and potential solutions. ACTION D.M. 22/2023.

13: Village Hall.
Cllr T.R.s’ village hall update will follow at a later date.
Cllr M.S. informed colleagues that he’d been successful in attracting a £554.00 funding bid from the National Lottery for the Coronation event, which will include a free tea party in the hall on Sunday 7th May 2023 with various activities including a quiz, and drawing competition. Cllr M.S. will keep records/ receipts of expenditure for the attention of the clerk.

14: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
The clerk informed the P.C. he had had a successful meeting with the village warden and activities and costings had been agreed. A new schedule of works was circulated to all members with estimated costings for the year which was accepted by all. Cllr M.Sk. agreed to continue to be the point of contact between the council and the Warden.

The warden is to be informed of the acceptance of the new schedule. ACTION - D.M. 23/2023

15: Recruitment of Councillor to Mitford parish Council.
Cllr Michael Jeans was formally appointed to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Cllr Sheena Hudson, who represented Tranwell Village.
16: Correspondence.
A previously circulated letter from a parishioner concerning a planning application for the Gubeon Farm Area was discussed. Cllrs A.Y. and M.S have arranged to meet with the parishioner later in the month to discuss matters further. ACTION A.Y./M.S. 24/2023

17: Any other Urgent Business.
Cllr M.S. stated litter appeared to be building up in the area adjacent to the church. Cllr M.Sk. stated he’d erect some “no litter” signs in the vicinity. ACTION M.Sk. 25/2023
Cllr M.S. raised the issue of the poor state of repair to the fence which borders Mitford Road next to the river edge. The P.C., together with N.C.C. and Morpeth Council had jointly funded repairs in the past however the process to achieve this was time consuming so advised the matter be identified as a future project.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9 pm.

18: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday 3rd May (Annual General Meeting followed by Annual Parish Council Meeting), 7th June, 5th July at Mitford Village Hall.

Meetings may be cancelled if there is insufficient business.



Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair
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2
Mitford Parish Council 3rd April 2023	       Chairs Ints……………………..
