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Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

Following the Annual Parish Meeting, the Parish Council met at 8.05pm, on Wednesday 3rd May 2023 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors: Chair Alison Young (A.Y.), Mike Sharp (M.S.), Ted Rodger (T.R.) and Eric Dodd (E.D.)
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Election of Chair and Vice Chair.
After being proposed by Cllr Sharp, Cllr Alison Young was elected as Chair for the forthcoming year. The position was seconded by Cllr Dodd. Cllr Sharp was then proposed as Vice Chair by Cllr Young and this was seconded by Cllr Dodd.

2: Public Participation.
No members of the public were in attendance.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received by Cllrs Skillen and Jeans.

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
Cllr Rodger declared an interest as a member of the Village Hall committee.

5: Report from the County Councillor.
C. Cllr Sanderson previously presented his report as part of the Annual Parish meeting held earlier.

The issue of water on Spittal Hill was discussed again and it was agreed that a reminder of the issue be sent to N.C.C. The council was pleased to note that C. Cllr Sanderson had taken an interest in the matter and hoped that a long term solution could be identified.



6: Report from the Police.
The police reported there had been three incidents within the parish, though none were considered significant.

7: Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April 2023.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.

8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
It was agreed that the P.C. maintain dialogue with Karbon Homes (K.H.) in an effort to progress potential installation of E.V. charging equipment on the land at the end of Fontside. Additionally, it may be worthwhile exploring with K.H. the possibility of transferring the village greens and “Flagpole” hill site to the P.C. as the P.C. currently maintains them and they are “protected” under Village Greens legislation. ACTION D.M. 17/2023 – To itemise as agenda item for next meeting.

9: Financial matters.
9.1 The following payments were authorised:
Gavin Christie, March 2023 grounds maintenance £84.00
Gavin Christie, April 2023 grounds maintenance £154.00
Ian Fraser 2022/23 internal audit £40.00
NALC membership 2023/24 £139.99

9.2 The risk assessment was accepted and adopted.
It was agreed that item 7 on the Asset register (Bench, Mitford Church) would be assumed to be a Mitford P.C. asset for the purposes of replacement, if and when required. The flagpole on Flag Hill, previously donated by Mitford Estates was accepted as an asset with a replacement value of £300.00. The defibrillator at the Plough Public House, also donated by Mitford Estates, was also accepted as an asset with a replacement value of £1800.00.

10: Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2022/2023.
10.1 The internal auditors report was presented and considered. No matters requiring action were noted and the report was accepted.
10.2 The Annual Governance Statement was submitted, considered and approved.

10.3 The draft Annual Accounts were submitted, considered and approved.

10.4 The Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances was submitted, considered and approved.
10.5 The Certificate of Exemption was submitted, considered, confirmed and approved.

11 Parish Round-up.

Cllr M.S. raised the poor condition of the fence which separates the B6343 from the River Wansbeck and that someone had recently fallen through it. This should be reported to N.C.C. ACTION D.M. 18/2023
Cllr M.J. submitted the issue of vehicles still speeding within Tranwell and it is hoped that this issue will be resolved once the “Gateway” features are installed.

12: Planning Applications, both current and new.
	Application
	Resolution

	23/00385/FUL Khalsa Manor, Tranwell Woods
	Objection submitted 7th Feb 2023.

	22/03561/VARYCO Harjas Hse, Tranwell Woods
	“No concerns” submitted 27th Mar 2023.

	22/03226/COU Morpeth Archers/NE1 Golf
	Awaiting possible Planning Committee consideration.

	18/03394/REM, 19/01326/REM Land west of Lancaster Park
	This has been referred to the Sec of State for consideration.



Cllrs A.Y. and M.S. visited Gubeon Farm after correspondence from the owner was received by the P.C. They understood the finalised “objected to” planning application would be resubmitted in a varied form whereupon the P.C. would reconsider the matter.
 
13: Highways.
The issues of the water on Spittal Hill and the condition of the fence have already been discussed.

The costings for the Tranwell gateway features are still in the process of being recalculated and will be forwarded on receipt.

14: Village Hall.
Cllr T.R. gave an update on the new Audio Visual equipment which has now been installed and is “up and running”. He also informed the P.C. that the Village Hall had been registered as a “Warm Hub”, and had received an additional £500 grant, but that this was offsetting the rise in power consumption.
15: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
The new schedule of works has now been adopted and the Chair agreed to remind Cllr Skillen, (Warden Liaison) to encourage the Warden to use it regularly and also to build some planters as previously discussed. ACTION A.Y. 19/2023

16. HM The Kings Coronation
Cllr Sharp gave an update on the arrangements for the Tea party to be held in the Village Hall on 7th May 2023, and confirmed that details of the spend will be submitted soon thereafter.

17: Correspondence.
An email concerning invasive river plant removal had previously been circulated and it was felt that Mitford Estates, who own the land adjacent to the rivers Font and Wansbeck be made aware. ACTION M.Sk. 20/2023. 
The NALC training newsletter was discussed and both Cllr Young and Dodd expressed a keen desire to attend the “Finance for Councillors” course on 6th June. The fees of £60.00 were authorised.

18: Any other Urgent Business.
The Clerk informed the council that, in order to comply with current legislation, it was his intention that the audit public inspection period would run from 5th June 2023 up to and including 14th July 2023. All agreed.


19: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday 7th June, 5th July, 2nd Aug (unlikely to be held without sufficient cause), 6th Sept, 4th Oct, 1st Nov and 6th Dec 2023 at Mitford Village Hall.



Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair


………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….
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