Draft One
Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Wednesday 4th September 2024 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors:  Chair – Mike Sharp (M.S.), Ted Rodger (T.R.), Carole Burn (C.B.)
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2: Public Participation.
No members of the public were present.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from C. Cllr Glen Sanderson, Cllrs Matt Skillen (M.Sk.) and Michael Jeans (M.J.)

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
T.R. – Village Hall

5: Report from the County Councillor.
No report was presented.

6: Report from the Police.
The report from the police for the previous month, previously circulated, was considered and accepted. 

7: Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th August 2024.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the chair.
8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
A9/2024 – Cllr T.R has written to Karbon Homes expressing our desire to acquire ownership of the land at the south end of Fontside. A land registry map suggests part of the land may be mortgaged, so we need clearance from the mortgage holder that they will separate that piece of land from that we seek to own. 
T.R. hopes to be able to be in a position to progress the acquisition by the next P.C. meeting, though there is still a need to ensure that the boundaries of the land are correctly identified.
A16 – This is to carried forward until 2nd Oct 24 meeting.
A25 – Completed.
A27 – Can Piramal be contacted once again and try to arrange a meeting to discuss the bus shelter roof condition. ACTION 31/2024 D.M.
A28 – Completed.
A29 – Completed.
A30 – The clerk has confirmed that the green in Fontside is a “registered common” and so subject to strict rules regarding how it can be treated. Following a discussion, it was agreed that the use of signage requesting vehicle users not to park or drive upon the grass surface would be trialled to assess their effectiveness. ACTION 32/2024 D.M. – formulate sign for approval. 
9: P.C. Councillor Vacancy
The chair is pleased to announce that Eric Dodd has accepted the position of Cllr and will return for the next meeting.

10: Financial matters.
10.1 The accounts and current bank balance, previously circulated, were agreed upon as correct. 
10.2 The following payments were approved:
G. Christie	Grounds Maintenance Aug 2024	£566.00
10.3 It was agreed that the £6000.00 which had originally been set aside for payment towards Gateway Features, and which was no longer required for that purpose, (N.C.C. are now funding the project), would be used to part fund the future Village Hall resilience project, being split into £4k for solar installation and £2K as a contingency pot.

11: Parish Round-up.
The bus stops at Piramal were discussed. The village warden has removed all the debris from within the bus shelter, though the shelter is not P.C. owned. See A27 above for a further attempt to be made to liaise with Piramals’ site manager.
An anonymous complaint about the current site of the bottle bank at Fontside, (on the land the P.C. hopes to acquire from Karbon Homes – see earlier) has been made to N.C.C. and as a result we have been asked for our opinion. Members agreed that there was nowhere else suitable to place the bank at this time, and having visited the site, there appeared to be no mess. Given this it was felt the bank should remain in its current position and be reviewed when the land on which it sits is acquired. 
The Village Fayre will take place at 3pm on Saturday next. The Village Hall has been awarded £2500.00 from the Lottery Commission which will cover the full costs, however, as there is currently no treasurer who can make cash withdrawals and a float of £1000.00 is anticipated to be required, it is requested that the P.C. advance said sum and then invoice the Village Hall. The chair will take responsibility for this. It was agreed that the P.C. should help the Village Hall with this who would be informed that this was a short-term loan to overcome the current predicament, and not a gift. All agreed. 
T.R. as secretary of the Village Hall committee would accept responsibility on behalf of the Village Hall. ACTION 33/2024 (D.M.) – Clerk to arrange.


12: Planning Applications, both current and new.

	Ref No.
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	24/2763/FELTPO
	6, Old Sawmill, Mitford
	Application
	No objection subject to same number of trees replanted within curtilage.

	24/2772/PRUTPO
	Lindisfarne, Gubeon Wood
	Application
	No objection subject to NCC arborist viewpoint.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




13: Morpeth Neighbourhood Planning Review.
There has been no M.N.P.R. meeting since the update given at the last parish council meeting, however a number of new documents have been added to the Morpeth Council website which Cllrs may wish to consider. M.S. will circulate the web link. ACTION 34/2024 (M.S.)

14: Highways.
The chair reported that the Tranwell Gateway project is being repriced after the alterations to the project were agreed and after that we should be in a position to obtain a starting date for implementation.
A date for commencement of the repairs to the B6343 has still not been determined, however Cllr C.B. has requested N.C.C. provide a programme of works and a forewarning of their commencement to allow to plan diversions. The chair stated there was a general concern over traffic management and the P.C. needed to be proactive with its input, especially around large vehicles using St Leonards Lane. There is a need to liaise with County Hall regarding this and so the chair will speak with C. Cllr Sanderson in the first instance.

There was no update on the bridge at Tranwell village.
The chair said that Cllr E.D. had again mentioned the poor state of the road through Tranwell, and even though it was on the N.C.C. transport plan for this year, he asked that it be raised again. ACTION 35/2024 (D.M.)

C.B. raised the restricted view at the Mitford Steads/ Mitford Junction due to overgrown vegetation and asked that it be reported. ACTION 36/2024 (D.M.)


15: Village Hall.
Cllr T.R. informed the meeting that a new member has been identified to join the committee who seems to be very keen, and there is also the possibility of a new treasurer taking over soon.
There has been a warm hub event at the village hall, success not yet known.
The table tennis club has unfortunately ceased to operate.
The hall insurance is up for renewal and there has been a price increase.
The committee wish to put a sign up at the entrance to the estate, indicating the location of the hall which was agreed by all.

16: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
It was agreed that the planters at the gateway features on St Leonards Lane were of an appropriate size and no further action was required.

The warden is to be asked to trim back the trees which obscure the speed limit signs at the same location. ACTION 37/2024 (D.M.)

17: P.C. Website
Previously discussed and deferred until the return of Cllr E.D.

18: Correspondence.
None.

19: Any other Urgent Business.
None.

20: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday, 2nd October 2024, 6th November 2024 and 4th December 2024.


Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair…………………………………………

………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….



















ACTION SHEET
	Number
	Action By
	Description

	31
	D.M.
	Liaise with Piramal re bus shelter roof condition

	32
	D.M.
	Formulate sign for Fontside common.

	33
	D.M.
	Arrange short term loan to Village Hall.

	34
	M.S.
	Circulate M.N.P.R. link.

	35
	D.M.
	Raise road surface condition with N.C.C.

	36
	D.M.
	Report overgrown vegetation, Mitford Steads Junction.

	37
	D.M.
	Have warden trim trees, St Leonards Lane. 
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