Draft One
Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Wednesday 5th June 2024 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors:  Chair – Mike Sharp (M.S.), Carole Burn (C.B.), Ted Rodger (T.R.)
Rev Elaine Jones (E.J.)
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The outgoing chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2: Public Participation.
No members of the public were present.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Matt Skillen (M.Sk.) and Michael Jeans (M.J.).

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
T.R. – Village Hall.

5: Report from the County Councillor.
No report had been received.

6: Report from the Police.
There was no report received from the police.

7: Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 1st May 2024.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by the chair.
8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
A9/2024 – The chair stated that it had been decided to continue with the land acquisition from Karbon Homes and M.J. was still trying to identify a suitable surveyor. T.R. was asked if he could contact Karbon Homes and inform them that subject to a suitable survey we would like to continue with the acquisition. ACTION T.R. 9/2024 cont. T.R. stated that he had recently visited the site and the parking was chaotic.
A16 – Deferred.
A17 – The chair has spoken with D. Laux and it has been established that the work on the plans is not yet complete. A date for the work at Tranwell Village to begin is still awaited. 
A18 – Information from County Hall states that the appearance of Tranwell Village Bridge will remain the same post repairs.
A19 – This is a duplicate of numerous reports on Fixmystreet, and so another report has not been registered. The chair requested that a written report be submitted to N.C.C. ACTION D.M. 21/2024
A20 – The time scale for the telecom switch over from analogue to digital has been delayed for 18 months due to concerns. Drop-ins for questions and concerns from the public are arranged with one occurring at “Heighley Gate” car park on 26th/27th June 2024. C.B. will have this placed on the P.C. website. ACTION C.B. 22/2024

9: Financial matters.
9.1 The accounts and current bank balance, previously circulated, were agreed upon as correct. 
9.2 The following payments were approved:
G. Christie	Grounds Maintenance April 2024	£70.00
G. Christie	Grounds maintenance May 2024	£338.00

9.3 The AGAR certificate of Exemption was approved.

9.4 The AGAR Annual Governance Statement was approved.

9.4 The AGAR Accounting Statement for 2023/24 was approved.

10: Parish Round-up.
A discussion occurred regarding the condition of the bus shelter adjacent to Piramal, Tranwell, on the B6524 which had recently been brought back into usage following the reinstatement of a bus service using the route. The shelter roof is in a poor state of decay and notice of this has been posted onto Fixmystreet. Bus shelters are usually the responsibility of the local council, however there is no record of Mitford parish Council ever having owned this shelter and enquiries with N.C.C. show that the shelter is not on N.C.C. land and they too have no record of having ever owned it. They suggest that it was possibly built by and for the use of Piramal workers at the time the factory was constructed.
The path leading from the bus shelter to the bus stop is on N.C.C. land as is the bus stop on the opposite side of the road. It was agreed that further enquiries need to be made with Piramal to try and establish ownership. The ground surrounding the south side bus stop would be cleared by the P.C.

11: Planning Applications, both current and new.

	Ref No.
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



There were no new applications. 

12: Morpeth Neighbourhood Planning Review.
The review is progressing albeit slowly. 
The P.C. has two actions, the first to consider “Local Green Spaces” and the chair raised the issue of whether we need to add any village greens we already have registered, and that M.J. is already tasked with looking to see if Archers Field at Tranwell should be considered a potential green space.
The second action is to identify heritage sites considered significant with forthcoming training is anticipated. C.B stated that most sites seem to have already been identified and are listed, but enquiries continue.
13: Highways.
The Gateway features have been previously discussed.

It has been learnt that during investigations at the site of the land slippage on the B3634, an artesian well was discovered and so a solution to repair the road will not be as straight forward as initially believed, and so anticipated remedial work will not commence in July.

Data collected from the new speed sign installed on the B3634 to the west of Mitford village indicated the average speed of vehicles entering and leaving the village to be within acceptable limits. This will continue to be regularly monitored.

It was requested that the SWARCO speed sign on St Leonards Lane be added to the P.C.’s insurable assets. ACTION D.M. 23/2024.


14: Digital conversion of Parish telephony System.
This was discussed earlier.

15: Village Hall.
T.R. was encouraged with the response to a “call to arms” of potential committee members at the A.G.M. and committee meeting held the previous evening and hopes that the situation will be soon resolved.
He updated the council to say the hall conforms to the latest fire inspection, that the air conditioning had been serviced and the leaking sink repaired. 
Additionally, he stated the Historical Society had now put up their notice board and were soon to fit a display cabinet, that a notice board of hall events, etc, was proposed to be erected on the outside wall of the building. and that an installation certificate was still awaited from Alncom who are also still to install a battery backup to protect against power failures.

T.R. then went on to say that attendees at the meeting displayed their displeasure that the B3634 had recently been closed without notice and a diversion implemented which had not been the shortest route. It was discussed that the diversion route was to allow H.G.V.s to avoid St Leonards Lane which had a weight restriction and also to avoid potential navigational difficulties.

The chair suggested that the company implementing the road closure be spoken to about the issues.

Neighbours of a resident had raised concerns which needed flagging to relevant agencies. The clerk stated he would ensure this was done. ACTION D.M. 24/2024


16: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
The clerk stated that planters had now been placed at the gateway features on St Leonards Lane and were they as envisioned?

19: P.C. Website
C.B. has been updating the website recently and it was agreed that the revised date for the Village Fayre needed to be added. ACTION C.B. 25/2024

20: Correspondence.
None.


21: Any other Urgent Business.
None.

22: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Wednesday, 3rd July and if nothing urgent before, 4th September, then 2nd October 2024. 


Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair…………………………………………


………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….









ACTION SHEET
	Number
	Action By
	Description

	9/2024
	T.R.
	Inform Karbon Homes of our intention to acquire the land at Fontside, subject to a satisfactory survey.

	16
	M.J.
	Enquiries re website overview.

	21
	D.M.
	Report damage to St Leonards Lane road surface to N.C.C.

	22
	C.B.
	Advertise Telecom switchover drop-in on P.C. website.

	23
	D.M.
	Insure SWARCO speed sign.

	24
	D.M.
	Liaise with relevant agencies.

	25
	C.B.
	Update Fayre date onto website.
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