

Draft two	Subject to Parish Council Ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Monday 5th September 2022 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors: Chair - Alison Young (A.Y.), Mike Sharp (M.S.), Ted Roger (T.R.), Matt Skillen (M. Sk.) and Sheena Hudson (S.H.).
1 Parishioner
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks
The Chair welcomed all, and introduced D.M. as the new Parish Clerk, effective from1st September 2022.
2: Public Participation
1 Parishioner attended the meeting until item 19 whereupon they retired from the meeting.
3: Apologies for absence
County Councillor Glen Sanderson (G.S.)
4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations
T.R. declared membership of the Village Hall Committee, and M.Sk., as an employee of Mitford Estates for item 10.1
Dispensations already granted at the 16th July meeting of the P.C.
5: Coronavirus
The Chair raised the issue that this matter be a) moved further down the agenda list or even b) removed altogether with the allocated funding reallocated. There being no dissenters, the matter will be considered options circulated and a decision made at the next meeting. ACTION - A.Y.
6: Report from the Police
The police submitted by email that there were no incidents of concern. A brief discussion then followed on the merits of the POLICE.UK website which shows historical crime data but suffers a lag of 1 -2 months. M.KS. stated he hoped to arrange a 10 min presentation on rural crime at the next meeting by the local Policing team.  ACTION – M.Sk. 
7: Report from the County Councillor
G.S. kindly submitted an update which has been circulated.
· He talked of next year’s budget being a very difficult one without central Government support due to matters such as staff budgeted pay awards of £4M anticipated to double to £8M; fuel cost increases for transport providers; planned support for those in need.
· Devolution of the 6 local authorities moves closer.
· Positions for a new Chief Executive and a Head of Legal and Monitoring have been advertised.
· And his continued support.
8: Minutes of the meetings held on 18th July and 28 August 2022
Both records were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
9: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda
Item 5.6 – It was reported a new vicar would hopefully be in place before the end of the year at which this matter would be addressed.
Item 8 – The cork for the main Mitford notice board has been received and repairs will commence. ACTION – M.S.
The P.C. provided seat opposite the Plough Inn needs inspecting as part of the programme of replacement and refurbishment. It was agreed to order a new bench for Spring 2023 delivery to be sited in its place.  Suggested locations for the two old seats which will be refurbished included   by the plinth on the Millennium tree Avenue and also by the Waste bin on the verge in Tranwell Woods, which would be sited on heavy paving slabs. ACTION – M.S. / M.Sk. / D.M.
T.R. had made contact with Karbon Homes with a view to see who might be best to speak to regarding use of vacant land in Fontside, but awaited a response. ACTION – T.R.
An email concerning verge-side services had been sent to NCC by the previous clerk but no reply received. Follow up. ACTION – M.S / D.M.
An email concerning various traffic issues had also been sent to NCC by the previous clerk (23/8/22) but no reply received. Follow up. ACTION – D.M.
10: Planning
	Application
	Resolution

	19/01362/REM Land west of Lancaster Park
	Further proposals have been added to this application which makes it difficult to understand what is new. Whilst the P.C. still welcomes the development as originally proposed, it is not clear if there are any changes to the country park, cycle and footways and confirmation should be sought. ACTION – M.S.
The retiring clerk had suggested a meeting for A.Y and D.M with the Planning Case Officer may be helpful. Arrange. ACTION – D.M.

	22/02540/FUL Land East of Abbey Mill
	P.C. objections submitted. NCC highways also have concerns. A one-week road survey recently occurred; ownership u/k. Comments now closed.



The following applications were considered resolved pending any further information:
22/01503/FUL – 25, Fontside, Extension – Refused by Building Inspectorate after appeal.
22/1621/FUL – Spittal Hill, Gateway – Refused.
22/02009/FUL Chandler, Stable Green, Oak Garage – Permitted

11: Erosion of the Riverbank
No further erosion was noted. Additional work will take place this winter to plant more willow whips. ACTION M.S. & M.SK.

12: First Aid Training
First Aid updates and use of the defibrillator training has been scheduled for 21st and 28th September in the Village Hall which has kindly been donated f.o.c. by the Village Hall committee. A leaflet drop will take place soon with email replies being collated by the clerk. ACTION Letter drop – Councillors as available.   ACTION Replies D.M. 

13. Highways
As mentioned above, numerous matters are under discussion with NCC Highways, after the 18th July Meeting but to date, no response has been received. This need to be followed up asap. ACTION- D.M.
Additionally, it was noted that various traffic signs seem to have been painted out. These include the “Passing Place” signs on Mitford Steads Road and the directional sign at the junction of Molesden Rd/Mitford Steads Rd. ACTION D.M.
14: Financial Matters
The current accounts were noted and approved after amendments were made to show on pg. 1 The Tree grant was received on 8th August 2022, and on pg. 2 a note was placed against budget head 8 to show an offset of £1000 from an NCC grant.
 Payments were authorised for a) Clerks expenses, £70.06 b) P.C. indemnity insurance, £257.06 and c) Corkboard covering for noticeboard repairs, £54.00.
The 2021/2022 accounts were approved following no objections.
Approval was given by the P.C. to allow the clerk access to internet banking. To be arranged. ACTION - D.M.
15: The Website
The chair stated analytics have been requested from the website maintainers, to better understand website usage. This may generate a need for a website refresh and stronger promoting. Further info for next meeting. ACTION - A.Y.

16: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters
It was agreed that the grass around the Mitford Gateway signs needed tidying up, a dwarf flowering cherry tree to be planted nearby the noticeboard and a platinum jubilee plaque to be sourced and the area around the Fontside bench needed some kerb appeal planting. £40.00 was authorised for plants. To be arranged. ACTION – M.Sk.
17: The Village Hall
T.R. discussed the keenness of the Village Hall committee to move things forward and referred to his previously circulated update concerning repairs required to the roof and an internal wall, proposed redecoration both inside and out, and the future installation of AV equipment. There was no expectation of financial support from the P.C.
A general discussion then took place over a recent circulation from CAN about the potential use of the Hall as a “Warm space” over the coming months if required. This developed further to include the possibility of accessing Northern Powerhouse funding for an emergency generator in case of village power cuts, floods, etc, and how this could all be used to increase “Community Resilience” if coupled with appropriate planning and strategies. This would need further exploration ACTION – M.S.
The Village Hall committee will need to have an input into this work. ACTION - T.R.
18: Correspondence
None.
19: Any other Urgent Business
Under Standing Order 3.4 the parishioner was required to leave the meeting.
There then followed a short discussion regarding matters of a sensitive nature which had recently been brought to the councils’ attention. It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting be held by Zoom at 7.30pm on Monday 12th September 2022 to discuss these matters further. Public and press would be excluded. Briefing notes would be circulated. To be arranged. ACTION – D.M.

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.35pm.

20: Next Public Meeting

7.30pm, Monday 3rd October 2022 at Mitford Village Hall



Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair
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