Draft Two
Subject to Parish Council ratification

Mitford Parish Council
Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council met at 7.30pm, on Wednesday, 6th March 2024 at the Village Hall, Mitford.

Present: 
Councillors:  Chair – Mike Sharp (M.S.), Cllrs Ted Rodger (T.R.), Carole Burn (C.B.), Eric Dodd (E.D.), Matt Skillen (M.Sk.), Michael Jeans (M.J.)
Damian McEnroe (D.M.) - Clerk

1: Chairs Opening Remarks.
The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2: Public Participation.
16 Parishioners from Tranwell Woods area, having given previous notice of attendance and 3 other parishioners from Mitford.

3: Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from C. Cllr Glen Sanderson (G.S.). and Vicar Elaine Jones.

4: Declaration of any interests and the grants of any dispensations.
T.R. declared an interest in the Village Hall and M.Sk. declared an interest in the Lancaster Park development.

4A: To facilitate discussion with the Parishioners of Tranwell Woods, the agenda was reorganised.
After being welcomed by the chair, Cllr Mike Sharp; Cllr Dodd the Tranwell representative, addressed the parishioners regarding the long-standing matter of Turnberry House and its use as an Air B’n’B.  
For some time, neighbours of the premises have complained of excessive noise and unruly behaviour, and there is a continuing history of dialogue between the residents, Mitford Parish Council, and Northumberland County Council Planning department.  At the Mitford Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2024, 16 Parishioners of Tranwell Woods attended to express their concerns regarding the premises and how it affected their quality of life.  The attendees represented approximately 30% of the properties in the community.

Summary of Concerns raised by Residents
1. The premises is effectively being run as a 10-bedroom hotel without staff, when things go awry with the guests, the residents must sort it out themselves, it is impossible to contact the owner or local manager/agent. Not only are guests staying there but they are bringing other guests, and you can end up with 25 or so people partying in the gardens, swearing, setting off fireworks, holding disco’s and creating a general noise nuisance.
1. There seems to be no limit to the number of guests allowed to stay there, beds have been seen all over the house during events, not just in the bedrooms.
1. Tranwell Woods is a quiet secluded community, noise from events at Turnberry House travel a considerable distance and can be heard inside neighbour properties with the windows closed.  
1. Complaints to NI Golf staff, also owned by Mr Malone, are met with sympathy but they are unable to intervene.
1. Other similar houses are coming onto the market in the community and, should nothing be done there is concern that the situation might be replicated.
1. Delivery drivers and lost guests regularly turn up at neighbour properties looking for “the event”.
1. A concern that NCC is not being given an accurate reflection of the use and availability of Turnberry House by the owner.  It is understood that Mr Malone has given commitments to planning officials to restrict the use of the premises, however marketing of the property has not changed, and quotations have been given for two recent dummy on-line enquiries for “large parties”.
A perception that this issue is not being progressed was articulated by a number of residents.  Enforcement action by NCC Planning Dept began over a year ago and initially seemed to be progressing well, but since the officer dealing with this left NCC there has been minimal communication with residents and the Parish Council.  With another summer “party” season approaching, frustration at the apparent lack of action has resulted in unprecedented representations to the Parish Council.

At 8pm Cllr Sharp summarised what he had heard and stated that he was in dialogue with C. Cllr Sanderson and Rob Murfin and would quickly convey the strength of feelings and concerns of the parishioners in the hope of reaching resolution.
A parishioner then requested an update on the anticipated gateway features for Tranwell and Cllr Sharp was able to say that the project was fully funded and it was hoped would go ahead this summer. Recent site visits had identified differences of opinion concerning the layout of the scheme and these were being negotiated. The parishioner stated there were now more children in the area and this was of concern.
A parishioner raised the issue of Tranwell Woods not having fibre cabling for internet access and Cllr Sharp stated he would make enquires about this. ACTION  4/2024 (M.S.).

A parishioner stated that fly tipping was becoming a concern in the area of Tranwell and was there a camera available. The advice was to report the matter on Fixmystreet, the N.C.C.’s portal.
At 8.20pm most parishioners left the meeting.
A parishioner then addressed the council regarding the Lancaster Park development and how the latest maps appeared to show that parking for the country park would be on the roadside on Mitford Road, and that residents of Ashford Grove may not be aware of this. The chair stated he was aware of this and were not supportive of it as it was felt that the parking spaces should be placed on the inside of the parks’ boundary hedge. Cllr Burn confirmed that Ashford Grove residents were aware of the situation.
A parishioner questioned if the internal road of the park was going to be adopted by N.C.C. as it had the potential to become a “rat-run” and the residents of Abbey Mills hadn’t been informed of the proposals.
Mitford Estates, the owner of the park stated there would be controlled gates to the road, and that it was understood the parking would be within the park. The park would remain under the control of Mitford Estates.
Cllr Sharp stated we would make representations to the Inspector in charge of the appeal. ACTION  5/2024 (D.M.)
A parishioner then questioned when work was to commence on the slippage on the B6343 and was told further enquiries would be made. ACTION 6/2024 (C.B.)
At 8.30pm all remaining parishioners left the meeting.
Cllr Sharp then requested the clerk provide a summary of the Tranwell residents’ concerns for an imminent meeting. ACTION 7/2024 (D.M.)

5: Report from the County Councillor.
The previously circulated report from the C. Cllr was considered and accepted.

6: Report from the Police.
There was no report received from the police.
7: Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 7th February 2024.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed by Cllr T.R., the acting chair, for that meeting.

8: Any other matters arising from the minutes if not already on the agenda.
Due to time constraints, the outstanding matters were deferred until the next meeting.

9: Financial matters.
The accounts and current bank balance, previously circulated, were agreed upon as correct. A VAT refund of £359.16 was welcomed.
The following payment was authorised:
Widescope	Website Hosting	£228.00.

10 Parish Round-up.
See item 4A.

11: Planning Applications, both current and new.
	Ref No.
	Address
	Status
	Comments

	23/04532/OUT
	Bramblings, Tranwell Woods
	Submitted
	Application is too vague. Further details are required.

	24/00465/FDN
	Bramblings, Tranwell Woods
	Finalised
	Duplicate of 23/03229/FDN

	19/01362/REM
	Land West of Lancaster Park
	Appeal
	The closing date for comments is 24th Feb 2024. The P.C. has nothing further to add. However, see Action 5 item 4A regarding incorrect mapping.




12: Highways.
See Item 4A
Cllrs Sharp and Jeans attended a meeting approximately 2 weeks ago regarding the Morpeth Neighbourhood Plan and were tasked with reviewing heritage sites within the Mitford Parish. Mitford Historical Society have been approached about this and are happy to take the lead so it was unanimously agreed they be allowed to do so.

The chair asked Cllrs to consider Plan Objective 5 which refers to the character of the villages, does this need to be reinforced by a requirement to maintain  a geographical separation between Mitford and its neighbouring areas. Comments to the chair before the next MNP meeting on March 27th.

The clerk was asked to ensure that the mobile speed signs had been ordered. ACTION  8/2024 (D.M.).

13: Village Hall.
Cllr T.R. stated that a meeting, attended by Lady Irvine, chair of Mitford Historical Society, had been held on 20th February 2024 where it had been agreed that display cabinets could be placed in the lobby. It was also agreed to purchase a microphone.
Worries were raised about the condition of the fence surrounding the play area at the rear of the hall.
Regarding Martyns Law, the hall capacity is below 100 so proposed legislation will not apply.
Both the treasurer and the secretary of the committee have indicated they will be stepping down from their positions, with the treasurer also resigning from the committee. A discussion on potential replacements was held and further enquiries would be made.
The next meeting will take place on 9th April 2024.

14: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters. 
Cllr M.Sk. and the village warden recently toured the parish. He has agreed to repair the play area fence and will apply a suitable preservative. He has also agreed to repair a light on the hall building, cut back the vegetation, and clean the fence adjacent to the hall.

Additionally, he will tidy up the vegetation adjacent to the Plough Public House, cut back the Ivy on Church Bank junction and it is proposed that a gravel board be installed on Church Bank to prevent soil spilling onto the pavement.

15: P.C. Website
Deferred to the next meeting.

16: Correspondence.
None.

17: Any other Urgent Business.
It was agreed the meeting in April would be changed to Monday, 8th April 2024 due to a hall booking conflict.


18: Time and dates of next meetings.
7.30pm, Monday 8th April, Wednesday 1st May 2024 following the A.G.M., and Wednesday, 5th June at Mitford Village Hall. 


Confirmed as a true record and signed by the chair…………………………………………


………………………………………………………………		Date…………………………….

ACTION SHEET
	Number
	Action By
	Description

	71/2023
	M.S.
	Speak with David Towns re way forward for transfer of Karbon Homes land to P.C.

	1/2024
	D.M.
	Report pothole at Ashford Grove.

	2
	M.Sk.
	Ask village warden to clear path and trim Ivy at Church Bank.

	3
	T.R.
	Establish ownership of land at RAF Morpeth.

	4
	M.S.
	Make enquiries re fibre cabling opportunities in Tranwell

	5
	D.M.
	Inform Planning Inspector of car parking concerns at Country Park

	6
	C.B.
	Establish date of commencement of repairs to B6343 from N.C.C.

	7
	D.M.
	Prepare summary of concerns of Tranwell Woods residents

	8
	D.M.
	Ensure speed signs have been ordered.
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Mitford Parish Council	       Chairs Ints……………………..
