Draft Two Subject to Parish Council Ratification

MITFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

The Parish council held an extraordinary meeting by zoom at 7pm on Friday, 9th September 2022. The public and press were excluded due to the sensitive nature of the meeting.

Present: Chair - Alison Young (A.Y.), Mike Sharp (M.S.), Ted Rodger (T.R.),
Clerk – Damian McEnroe (D.M.)
Apologies: Matt Skillen, Sheena Hudson

1: Chairs Opening Remarks
The chair welcomed everyone at this difficult time and thanked them for their attendance.

2: Apologies
As noted above.

3: To discuss Operation London Bridge, the Parish Councils’ role and responsibilities, and any subsequent actions required.
The Chair led the committee through the previously circulated NALC document concerning Operation London Bridge and the following issues were discussed and decided upon.
a) The P.C.s’ next meeting is not until after the funeral so the issue of formal dress is not an issue.

b) If other events are to go ahead in the Village Hall, then their potential suspension is a matter for the Village Hall committee and not the P.C.

c) The Union flag has been set at half-mast and will be raised to full mast for 24hrs once the proclamation has been made (anticipated 11am Sat 10th Sept.) whereafter it will be lowered to half-mast again until the day following the funeral. ACTION A.Y.

d) Morpeth Town Council is issuing a proclamation so there is no need for us to do so.

e) A Book of Condolence has been ordered.  Times have been identified when the book can be available in the Village Hall for parishioners. A black tablecloth and a photograph of Her Majesty will be set out with the Book of Condolence.

It was then agreed that the hall would be opened during the following times and supervised by a committee member: -


Monday 12th September		2pm – 4pm (A.Y.)
Tuesday 13th September		5.30pm – 7.30pm (A.Y.)
Wednesday 14th September		10am – noon (D.M.)
Thursday 15th September		Noon – 2pm (D.M.)
Friday 16th September		4pm – 6pm (T.R.)
Saturday 17th September		10am – 4pm (A.Y. & T.R.)

f) Notices of times and dates to be displayed on notice boards, on the Village Hall door, and at the Parish Church. ACTION (A.Y. & D.M.)

g)  The Parish Council then agreed it would place the following wording in the Book of Condolences. “Mitford Parish Council wishes to express its extreme sadness at the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. She dedicated her life to public service for over seventy years with determination and devotion. Our sincere sympathies are with the Royal family at this time." ACTION (A.Y.)

4: Any other business
It was agreed that the P.C. should purchase 2 Union Flags and 2 Northumberland Flags, all 5’ x 3’ for future use. ACTION (D.M.)

The meeting concluded at 7.40pm.
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Signed ……………………………………………… Chairman
