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MITFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

A digital Parish Council Meeting was held at 7.30 pm on Monday 6 December 2021. 

Present: 

Parish Councillors Mrs Sheena Hudson, Mrs Esther Ridley, Mike Sharp (Chairman in the 

chair), Matt Skillen and Mrs Alison Young 

County Cllr Glen Sanderson, who left after item 6 

Stephen Rickitt – Clerk – actions for the clerk are marked “SER” 

 

1: Welcome 

The Chairman explained that the worsening weather forecast, and the deteriorating 

pandemic, meant that this was a digital meeting. All hoped that the next meeting will be back 

in the Village Hall. 

2: Public Participation 

No parishioners were present nor had any questions been emailed to the clerk. 

3: Apologies for Absence 

Parish Councillor Ted Rodger  

4: Declarations and Grant of Dispensations 

Cllr Mrs Ridley declared her membership of the village hall committee.  

Cllr Skillen declared that he was an employee of the landowner for planning applications 

21/03876/FUL and 21/04549/FUL and withdrew from the meeting whilst those were 

discussed.  

5: Coronavirus 

Councillors were not aware of any new issues affecting parishioners. 

6: Storm Arwen 

6.1 Parish Councillors were of a view that it was the worst storm they could recall affecting 

the parish. It was clear that many trees had been toppled and others having their tops 

snapped off. Roads had been blocked and Parishioners left without power. The Parish 



Draft Two                            Subject to ratification by the Parish Council 

Mitford Parish Council 6 December 2021             Chairman’s Initials……..                                                  2 
 

Council formally recorded its thanks to all those who had assisted by helping to clear the 

roads and/or check on vulnerable residents. 

6.2 Cllr Sanderson briefed the Council on the wider situation given his role as the County 

Council leader as well as the local County Councillor. He too wanted to pay tribute to the 

staff and volunteers within his area and the County. He indicated that he would be formally 

asking for an inquiry into the resilience of the electricity supply network as it was becoming 

clearer that lack of investment had played a considerable part in some residents being 

without power for a second week. 

6.3 Councillors and Cllr Sanderson discussed what preparations could be made within the 

parish. It was noted that the Village Hall was reliant on electrical power but that connecting a 

generator was not as simple as it might seem. 

6.4 Councillors thanked Cllr Sanderson for his briefing and agreed they would revisit the 

resilience of the parish at the next and future meetings. Action SER 

7: Report from the Beat Manager 

No report had been received. 

8: Report from the County Councillor 

Cllr Sanderson had reported as part of the discussion on item 6 above. 

9: Minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2021 

These were approved as a true record and will be signed by the Chairman. 

10: Any Matters Arising from the Minutes, not reported elsewhere  

10.1 The main noticeboard at the entrance to Fontside. 

A new back had been affixed by the warden. The structure will be dismantled and 

refurbished by Cllr Sharp in the spring once it has dried out. Action Cllr Sharp 

10.2 Waste Bins 

Councillors reported that the new bins were now in place by the post box in Tranwell 

Woods and at Stable Green. The clerk will contact the County Council to ask these 

be put on the collection rounds. Action SER 
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10.3 Replacement pads and battery for the Defibrillator 

As it is approaching the 12-week lead-in time reported at the time of purchase, the 

clerk will chase up their delivery. Action SER  

10.4 Party in the Park and notification to residents 

The clerk reported that national legislation means there is no obligation on an 

organiser to consult or notify affected residents although they were encouraged to do 

so. NALC had taken this up with the County Council’s Licensing Team but regretted 

that Govt. policy was to encourage events and legislative changes were thought to 

be unlikely. 

11: Planning 

The Council considered the following applications and commented as shown 

Application Resolution or Action 

21/03876/FUL - Land North of West Coldside 

– RETROSPECTIVE - Construction of timber 

framed temporary structure stable block with 

one tack room 

Councillors agreed that they had no 

matters to draw to the attention of the 

local planning authority. 

21/04240/DISCON - Brooklands C151 

Eastgate Junction to Tranwell Woods 

Junction Tranwell Woods - Discharge of 

conditions 3 (obscure glazing), 4 (means of 

enclosure), 11 (landscape planting) and 13 

(lighting -  

Councillors agreed that they had no 

matters to draw to the attention of the 

local planning authority, it being clarified 

that discharge of a condition meant the 

satisfactory compliance with an imposed 

planning condition. 

21/04318/FUL - Abbey Farm, Mitford - 

Proposed two storey side extension 

Councillors agreed that they had no 

matters to draw to the attention of the 

local planning authority. 

21/04433/FUL - Land North of Celtic Manor 

Tranwell Woods - Demolition of two existing 

WWII WAAF accommodation blocks and 

installation of 2 x mobile two-bedroom timber 

log cabins on the same footprint of the 

existing buildings. 

Councillors expressed concerns about the 

possible precedent and asked that the 

local planning authority carefully consider 

whether such a new build, albeit on the 

footprint of existing buildings, was an 

acceptable use within the Green Belt. 

  



Draft Two                            Subject to ratification by the Parish Council 

Mitford Parish Council 6 December 2021             Chairman’s Initials……..                                                  4 
 

21/04480/FELTPO - Juniper, Gubeon Wood 

Tranwell Woods – TPO application 

Councillors confirmed the response 

agreed by email that the local planning 

authority should investigate the prior 

felling on the site and, if the application 

was approved, impose a condition that 

two new trees should be planted for each 

one felled. Councillors added a rider that 

the County Council should check that any 

planting condition had been complied with. 

21/04520/AGTRES - Agricultural Building 

Tranwell Woods- Prior notification for 

conversion of existing agricultural building to 

residential to include installation of windows 

and doorways 

Although this was outside the parish 

boundary, the clerk had drawn it to the 

Council’s attention as an intriguing 

prospective conversion. Councillors 

agreed that they had no matters to draw to 

the attention of the local planning 

authority.  

21/04549/FUL - Land Southeast of Orchard 

House Mitford - Conversion of an agricultural 

building to form two dwellings, new access 

and package treatment plant 

Councillors agreed that they had no 

matters to draw to the attention of the 

local planning authority. 

21/04622/LBC - Manor House Mitford - Listed 

Building Consent - Proposed extension and 

conversion of existing garage into a guest 

annexe with pitched roof 

Whilst Councillors had no objections to 

this application, they did wish to flag up a 

concern that any further developments in 

the future could have a cumulative impact 

on a building of special historic 

significance for the parish.  

 

11.2 The clerk confirmed that no decision was on the County Council’s website for 

application 21/03041/SCREEN – Whitehouse Centre – Screening Opinion. 

12: Erosion of the Riverbank at the foot of the Allotment 

12.1 Cllr Sharp reported that Phil Straughan has made a second visit to the site and now 

considers the bank to be too unstable to work on, i.e., re-profile, without the use of suitable 

machinery. As the only access for such machinery is across the river, the Council would be 

faced with the costs of managing the crayfish. 

 



Draft Two                            Subject to ratification by the Parish Council 

Mitford Parish Council 6 December 2021             Chairman’s Initials……..                                                  5 
 

12.2 His civil engineer acquaintance put him in touch with Hexham based consultants who 

have experience in riverbank erosion and remedial work, Crawford Higgins Associates. He 

held a site meeting with the MD who has provided cost estimates for design work, design 

drawings and liaison with the EA, we are looking at around £5000. They work with a number 

of contractors many of whom would not be interested in a project this small but will get an 

estimate from a local contractor they have worked with. 

12.3 A 3D topographical survey is a prerequisite for firming up design and project costs, the 

estimate for this is £795 plus vat and he was waiting for confirmation of this following the site 

visit.  

12.4 After discussion the Council agreed that these costs meant the scheme was probably 

uneconomic at the present time. It was agreed to ask NALC to seek an opinion from the 

national NALC’s legal team on any potential future liability which may fall on the Parish 

Council. Action SER 

12.5 Councillors agreed to plant additional willow whips on land behind the village hall to 

replace those damaged by sheep grazing.  The chairman offered to supply cuttings from 

willow hedging on his land. 

 

13: Parking at Fontside 

The Council agreed to consult potentially affected residents on the possibility of seeking 

parking bays in the area where the bottle bank is currently located. The clerk was asked to 

draft a letter for consideration by Councillors. Action SER 

14: Highways 

14.1 Potential Safety Improvements at Tranwell Village and Tranwell Woods 

The clerk has continued to remind the County Council that a response is awaited and 

will continue to do so. Action SER. 

14.2 Installation of gateway features 

The clerk has continued to remind the County Council that a response is awaited and 

will continue to do so. Action SER. 

14.3 The state of the B6343 and other roads within the parish 

Councillors understood the current works needed to recover from Storm Arwen but 

felt frustrated that there appeared to be little response to the reports of defects being 

made through the County Council’s preferred on-line system. It was agreed to revisit 

this issue in the New Year. Action SER 

 

15: Financial Matters 

15.1 The Council noted and adopted the current accounts. [A copy is attached to the signed 

minutes] 
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15.2 The Council approved the following payments 

• Gavin Christie – Village Warden (August & September) - £676.00 – retrospective 

• Zurich Municipal – Insurance - £257.60 – retrospective 

• HMRC – PAYE Q3 - £112.50   

16: The Budget and Precept for 2022/2023 

The Council considered a report from the clerk, a copy of which is attached to the signed 

minutes. The Council agreed the following budget for 2022/2023 

Budget Head and Number Budget for 2022/2023 (£) 

  

Clerks Costs including PAYE [1] 2300.00 

Misc. Expense & Fees [2] 100.00 

Insurance [3] 400.00 

Legal /Audit /Subscriptions [4] 300.00 

Village Warden [5] 2000.00 

Hall Hire [6] 200.00 

Support Payments [7] 500.00 

Village Hall or Community Works [8] 5000.00 

Contingency [9] 250.00 

Website [10] 300.00 

Covid Recovery Fund [11] 1500.00 

Totals 12850.00 

Precept 8500.00 

Balance from reserves (4350.00) 

 

The Council resolved to set the precept for 2022/2023 as £8500.00 [Eight thousand five 

hundred pounds]. 

17: The Website 

Cllr Mrs Young is continuing to seek information regarding Village Hall activities so publicity 

can be given on the Council’s Facebook page as well as the website. 
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18: The Village Warden and other Environmental Matters 

These had been discussed as they arose during discussion on other items on the 

agenda 

19: The Village Hall 

Cllr Mrs Ridley reported that the Village Hall Committee are investigating the purchase of 

monitors and other equipment to enhance the Hall’s viability as a venue. 

20: Correspondence 

The clerk has circulated items of significance as they arrived 

21: Any other urgent business  

None, not raised elsewhere 

19: Time and date of next meeting  

The Council agreed to cancel the meeting scheduled for 10 January 2022 unless there was 

a pressing need to meet. The next meeting is therefore likely to be Monday 7 February 2022  

Further meetings are scheduled for 

• 7 March 2022 

• 4 April 2022 

• 9 May 2022 – This will be the Annual Meetings – 2 May 2022 is a bank holiday 

The clerk will check these do not clash with meetings of the Village Hall Committee. Action 

SER 

  

Confirmed as a true record 

and signed by the Chairman      ………………………    Date ……………………………     


